416
THE VICAR OP WAKEFIELD.
[A.D.1763.
interference, when this novel was sold. I shall give it authentically from Johnson's own exact narration :—' I received one morning a message from poor Goldsmith that he was in great distress, and as it was not in his power to come to me, begging that I would come to him as soon as possible. I sent him a guinea, and promised to come to him directly. I accordingly went as soon as I was drest, and found that his landlady had arrested him for his rent, at which he was in a violent passion. I perceived that he had already changed my guinea, and had got a bottle of Madeira and a glass before him1. I put the cork into the bottle, desired he would be calm, and began to talk to him of the means by which he might be extricated. He then told me that he had a novel ready for the press, which he produced to me. I looked into it, and saw its merit; told the landlady I should soon return, and having gone to a bookseller, sold it for sixty pounds. I brought Goldsmith the money, and he discharged his rent, not without rating his landlady in a high tone for having- used him so ill2.'
1 In his imprudence he was like Savage, of whom Johnson says (Works, viii. 161) :—'To supply him with money was a hopeless attempt ; for no sooner did he see himself master of a sum sufficient to set him free from care for a day, than he became profuse and luxurious.' When Savage was 'lodging in the liberties of the Fleet, his friends sent him every Monday a guinea, which lie commonly spent before the next morning, and trusted, after his usual manner, the remaining part of the week to the bounty of fortune.' 16. p. 170.
J It may not be improper to annex here Mrs. I'io/./i's account of this transaction, in her own words, as a specimen of the extreme inaccuracy with which all her anecdotes of Dr. Johnson are related, or rather discoloured and distorted ;—' I have forL'olten llio year, but it could
from our house after dinner, and returning' in about three hours, said lie had been with an enraged authour, whose landlady pressed him for payment within doors, while the bailiffs beset him without; that he was drinking himself drunk with Madeira, to drown care, and fretting over a novel, which, when finished, was to be his whole fortune, buthe could not get it done for distraction, nor could he step out of doors to offer it for sale. Mr. Johnson, therefore, sent away the bottle, and went to the bookseller, recommending' the performance, and desiring some immediate relief; which when he brought back to the writer, he called tlie woman of the house directly to partake of punch, and pass their time in merriment} Anecdotes of Dr. Johnson, p. irg. BOSWELL. The whole transaction took place in 1762, as is shown, ante, p. 415, note I;Xv/trv'i/, ami so am I. I Jiin'l ynii Itkr il, Mil ;'" " Nn, mail.mi, il i-j M'ty l.uiliy; thru- is iu'llmit; nf n-.it lilr in il, .mil vciy lull' u( n.ituir, II is ii nn'ir t.HH illll jiriliiiin.uii c."1 Mint1. I I'Arlilay'n , i. H,], 'Tlii-ir tin* u liuiulirtl in this Thin);,' '<ai<| (i in ilu-prrfai r, ' .ind a luindicil iniijlu in* «iul l« prove ilicin !«• mtlirs. Hut il is ncrtllrs'i. A honk may lif tuinisiiiK \viili niinicriiii!. cnms, nr it may lit- very dull wiihmii a '.iii};lf. iilisnriliij'.' Sc'c /it>\f, Apiil .'.i;, \yytt.
